Dear Friends,
 
After making two full statements at the last UN conference, taking the floor for brief remarks and a number of interesting and constructive interactions with delegates, we have successfully nominated a number of speakers from the Commons Cluster and Commons Action for the United Nations to make statements during the special meeting with the Co-Chairs of the Conference which will be held each morning between Feb 3-7.
 
In addition to these we are preparing oral and written statements to be made at the Governmental meeting itself. We warmly welcome your input. Each day we shall NEED  a 2-sided handout to use in our interactions with delegates and, distilled from that a 2-minute statement in case one of our participants is given the floor. Like last meeting we benefit greatly from your input to these.
 
Please provide your input on the titanpads mentioned below. PLEASE BEFORE TUESDAY’S MEETING IN JUST OVER ONE DAY’S TIME.
 
A n urgent strategy meeting has been arranged for January 21st (Tuesday) from 6:30-9:00 a.m. PDT, 9:30-12:00 EDT, 3:30-6:00 pm CET.  Call-in number +1 712 432 1500 Access Code 972978#.
to round out and finalize the input on the titanpads and to discuss a press conference and/or side event during which we shall present commons approaches to the subjects being discussed (see below.); as well as our growing social media outreach under auspices of our youth team.
 
There will also be a training session for advocates working within the UN conference.
 
On Tuesday, we shall finalize the content of the statement and hand-out based on your input on the titan pad mentioned below. The final editing and formatting will be overseen by the person mentioned in each case:
3 February: Oceans and seas. Coordinator and final writer: Akiwa Gizzel. www.titanpad.com/sdgoceans
4 February: Forests and biodiversity. Shani Nelso working with other youth reps: Dominique Petit Frere, Ilin and Zuha. www.titanpad.com/sdgforestsbiodiversity
5 February: Promoting equality, including social equity, gender equality and women’s empowerment. Shani Nelson and Alanna Hartzok. www.titanpad.com/sdgequality
6 February: Conflict prevention, post-conflict peace building and the promotion of durable peace. Lisinka Ulatowska. www.titanpad.com/sdgconflictprevention
7 February: Rule of law and governance. Rob Wheeler assisted by Alanna Hartzok.  www.titanpad.com/sdgruleoflaw
 
Please make a note of the following 2 meetings:
1.      A training to be organized by those wishing to be a part of the team at the upcoming OWG 8 or to speak for the IPS. Please go to the doodlepoll below to let us know your availability;
2.      A meeting both by telephone conference (times, tel number and access code see above) and face to face at our Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center.
The face to face meeting which will include the telephone conference will be held in New York City at the tranquil Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center, 306 Fifth Ave (between 31st and 32nd Streets), 2nd Floor. Tel 1 212 564 4355.
 
We shall begin and end, we hope, with a quiet reflection led by Sister Raj, so please call in on time. Snacks will be included for our break that will take place from  10:45-11am.
 
That Saturday, we shall discuss:
1. Our experiences during the past week at the United Nations conference, OWG 8; and
2. How we shall approach the completely new phase that will then be coming up  between March and July 18th.
 
I very much look forward to working with you on the above matters.
 
With warmest greetings,
 
Lisinka Ulatowska
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